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Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic by Alison Bechdel 
A fresh and brilliantly told graphic memoir from a cult favorite com-
ic artist, marked by gothic twists, a family funeral home, sexual 
angst, and great books. Meet Alison's father, a third-generation 
funeral home director, a high school teacher, an icily distant par-
ent, and a closeted homosexual who, it turns out, is involved with 
his male students and a family babysitter. Through narrative that 
is heartbreaking and fiercely funny, we are drawn into a daugh-
ter's complex yearning for her father. When Alison comes out as 
homosexual herself in late adolescence, the denouement is swift, 
graphic, and redemptive. 

 

A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on the Appala-
chian Trail by Bill Bryson 

Back in America after twenty years in Britain, Bill Bryson decided 
to reacquaint himself with his native country by walking the 2,100-
mile Appalachian Trail. Bryson's acute eye is a wise witness to 
this beautiful but fragile trail, and as he tells its fascinating history, 
he makes a moving plea for the conservation of America's last 
great wilderness. An adventure, a comedy, and a celebration, A 
Walk in the Woods has become a modern classic of travel litera-
ture. 

 

Thank You for Your Service by David Finkel 
From a MacArthur Fellow and the author of The Good Soldiers, 
Thank You for Your Service is a profound look at life after war. In 
The Good Soldiers, his bestselling account from the front lines of 
Baghdad, Finkel shadowed the men of the 2-16 Infantry Battalion 
as they carried out the infamous surge, a grueling fifteen-month 
tour that changed all of them forever. Now Finkel has followed 
many of those same men as they've returned home and struggled 
to reintegrate both into their family lives and into American society 
at large. 

 

Eat, Pray, Love by Elizabeth Gilbert 
Eat, Pray, Love traces the author's decision to quit her job and 
travel the world for a year after suffering a midlife crisis and di-
vorce, a journey that took her to three places in her quest to ex-
plore her own nature and learn the art of spiritual balance. 

 

Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder 
In Mountains Beyond Mountains, Tracy Kidder tells the true story 
of a gifted man who loves the world and has set out to do all he 
can to cure it. In medical school, Paul Farmer found his life’s call-
ing: to cure infectious diseases and to bring the lifesaving tools of 
modern medicine to those who need them most. Kidder’s magnifi-
cent account takes us from Harvard to Haiti, Peru, Cuba, and 
Russia as Farmer changes minds and practices through his dedi-
cation to the philosophy that “the only real nation is humanity.”  

 

Strength in What Remains by Tracy Kidder 
Kidder returns with the extraordinary true story of Deo, a young 
man who arrives in America from Burundi in search of a new life. 
After surviving a civil war and genocide, he ekes out a precarious 
existence delivering groceries, living in Central Park, and learning 
English by reading dictionaries in bookstores until he begins to 
meet the strangers who will change his life, pointing him eventual-
ly in the direction of Columbia University, medical school, and a 
life devoted to healing. 

 

The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson 

The Devil in the White City relays the true story of two men, an 
architect and a serial killer, whose fates were linked by the 
greatest fair in American history: the Chicago World's Fair of 
1893. 

 

The Color of Water by James McBride 

James McBride, journalist, musician, and son, explores his 
mother's past, as well as his own upbringing and heritage, in a 
poignant and powerful debut. The son of a black minister and a 
woman who would not admit she was white, James McBride 
grew up in "orchestrated chaos" with his eleven siblings in the 
poor, all-black projects of Red Hook, Brooklyn. As a young 
man, McBride saw his mother as a source of embarrassment, 
worry, and confusion—and reached thirty before he began to 
discover the truth about her early life and long-buried pain. 

 

Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson 

In 1993, Greg Mortenson was an American mountain-climbing 
bum wandering emaciated and lost through Pakistan's Karako-
ram. After he was taken in and nursed back to health by the 
people of a Pakistani village, he promised to return one day 
and build them a school. From that rash, earnest promise grew 
one of the most incredible humanitarian campaigns of our 
time—Mortenson's one-man mission to counteract extremism 
by building schools, especially for girls, throughout the breeding 
ground of the Taliban.  

 

Elsewhere by Richard Russo 

After eight commanding works of fiction, the Pulitzer Prize win-
ner now turns to memoir in a hilarious, moving, and always 
surprising account of his life, his parents, and the upstate New 
York town they all struggled variously to escape. A world else-
where was the dream his mother instilled in Rick, and strived 
for herself, and their subsequent adventures and tribulations in 
achieving that goal—beautifully recounted here—were to prove 
lifelong, as would Gloversville's fearsome grasp on them both. 

 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 
Henrietta Lacks was a poor black tobacco farmer whose cells—
taken without her knowledge in 1951—became one of the most 
important tools in medicine, vital for developing the polio vac-
cine, cloning, gene mapping, and more. Henrietta's cells have 
been bought and sold by the billions, yet she remains virtually 
unknown, and her family can't afford health insurance. This 
book tells a riveting story of the collision between ethics, race, 
and medicine; of scientific discovery and faith healing; and of a 
daughter consumed with questions about the mother she never 
knew. 

 

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 

Jeannette Walls has written a stunning and life-affirming mem-
oir about surviving a willfully impoverished, eccentric and se-
verely misguided family. The child of an alcoholic father and an 
eccentric artist mother discusses her family's nomadic upbring-
ing, during which she and her siblings fended for themselves 
while their parents outmaneuvered bill collectors and the au-
thorities. 
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Non-FICTION TITLES 
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The Luminaries by Eleanor Catton 

It is 1866, and Walter Moody has come to stake his claim in New 
Zealand's booming gold rush. On the stormy night of his arrival, he 
stumbles across a tense gathering of 12 local men who have met in 
secret to discuss a series of unexplained events: a wealthy man has 
vanished, a prostitute has tried to end her life, and an enormous 
cache of gold has been discovered in the home of a luckless drunk. 
Moody is soon drawn into a network of fates and fortunes that is as 
complex as the night sky. 

 

South of Broad by Pat Conroy 

After his brother's suicide, Leopold Bloom King struggles along with 
the rest of his family in Charleston, South Carolina, until he begins to 
gather an intimate circle of friends whose ties endure for two dec-
ades until a final, unexpected test of friendship. 

 

Daughters of the Dust by Julie Dash 

Set in the 1920s in the Sea Islands off the Carolina coast, Daughters 
Of The Dust chronicles the lives of the Peazants, a large, proud 
family who trace their origins to the Ibo, who were enslaved and 
brought to the islands more than one hundred years before. Native 
New Yorker Amelia Peazant returns to her mother's home to trace 
her family's history. Through her experiences, Amelia comes to 
treasure her family traditions and her relationship with her fiercely 
independent cousin Elizabeth. 

 

Room by Emma Donoghue 

To five-year-old Jack, Room is the world. It's where he was born, it's 
where he and his Ma eat and sleep and play and learn. At night, his 
Ma shuts him safely in the wardrobe, where he is meant to be asleep 
when Old Nick visits. Room is home to Jack, but to Ma it's the prison 
where she has been held for seven years. Through her fierce love for 
her son, she has created a life for him in this eleven-by-eleven-foot 
space. But with Jack's curiosity building alongside her own despera-
tion, she knows that Room cannot contain either much longer. 

 

One Thousand White Women by Jim Fergus 

An Indian request in 1854 for 1,000 white brides to ensure peace is 
secretly approved by the U.S. government in this alternate-history 
novel. Their journey west is described by May Dodd, a high-society 
woman released from an asylum where she was incarcerated by her 
family for an affair. 

 

Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer 
Nine-year-old Oskar Schell has embarked on an urgent, secret mis-
sion. His goal is to find the lock that matches a mysterious key that 
belonged to his father, who died in the World Trade Center on the 
morning of September 11. This seemingly impossible task will bring 
Oskar into contact with survivors of all sorts on an exhilarating, af-
fecting, often hilarious, and ultimately healing journey. 

 

Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen 

When recently orphaned Jacob Jankowski jumps onto a passing 
train, he enters a world of freaks, grifters, and misfits, a second-rate 
circus struggling to survive during the Great Depression. A veterinary 
student who almost earned his degree, Jacob is put in charge of 
caring for the circus menagerie. There he meets Marlena, the beauti-
ful young star of the equestrian act, who is married to August, the 
charismatic but twisted animal trainer, and Rosie, an elephant who 
seems untrainable until he discovers a way to reach her. 

 

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini 
Two women born a generation apart witness the destruction of their 
home and family in war-torn Kabul, losses incurred over the course 
of thirty years that test the limits of their strength and courage. 

 

The 100-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out the Window and Dis-
appeared by Jonas Jonasson 
After a long and eventful life, Allan Karlsson ends up in a nursing 
home, believing it to be his last stop. The only problem is that he's 
still in good health, and one day, he turns 100. A big celebration is 
in the works, but Allan really isn't interested. So he decides to es-
cape. He climbs out the window and embarks on a hilarious and 
unexpected journey. It would be the adventure of a lifetime for any-
one else, but Allan has a larger-than-life backstory: Not only has he 
witnessed some of the most important events of the twentieth cen-
tury, but he has actually played a key role in them.  

 

The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo by Stieg Larsson 

The disappearance forty years ago of Harriet Vanger, a young sci-
on of one of the wealthiest families in Sweden, gnaws at her octo-
genarian uncle, Henrik Vanger. He is determined to know the truth 
about what he believes was her murder. He hires crusading journal-
ist Mikael Blomkvist, recently at the wrong end of a libel case, to get 
to the bottom of Harriet's disappearance. Lisbeth Salander, a twen-
ty-four-year-old, pierced, tattooed genius hacker, possessed of the 
hard-earned wisdom of someone twice her age--and a terrifying 
capacity for ruthlessness--assists Blomkvist with the investigation.  

 

Waiting to Exhale by Terry McMillan 

Four African-American women are leaning on each other while 
"waiting to exhale"—waiting for the one man who will take their 
breath away. 

 

The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrrison 

Pecola Breedlove, a young black girl, prays every day for beauty. 
Mocked by other children for the dark skin, curly hair, and brown 
eyes that set her apart, she yearns for normalcy, for the blond hair 
and blue eyes that she believes will allow her to finally fit in. Yet as 
her dream grows more fervent, her life slowly starts to disintegrate 
in the face of adversity and strife. 

 

Me Before You by Jojo Moyes 

Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an exceedingly ordinary life—
steady boyfriend, close family—who has barely been farther afield 
than their tiny village. She takes a badly needed job working for ex–
Master of the Universe Will Traynor, who is wheelchair bound after 
an accident. Will is acerbic, moody, bossy—but Lou refuses to treat 
him with kid gloves, and soon his happiness means more to her 
than she expected. When she learns that Will has shocking plans of 
his own, she sets out to show him that life is still worth living. 

 

The Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka 

The Buddha in the Attic tells the story of a group of young women 
brought from Japan to San Francisco as “picture brides” nearly a 
century ago. The Buddha in the Attic traces the extraordinary lives 
of these women, from their arduous journeys by boat, to their arrival 
in San Francisco and their tremulous first nights as new wives; from 
their experiences raising children who would later reject their cul-
ture and language, to the  arrival of war.  

 

Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay 

Paris, July 1942: Sarah, a ten-year-old girl, is brutally arrested with 
her family by the French police in the Vel’ d'Hiv' roundup, but not 
before she locks her younger brother in a cupboard in the family's 
apartment, thinking that she will be back within a few hours. Paris, 
May 2002: On Vel’ d'Hiv's 60th anniversary, journalist Julia Jarmond 
is asked to write an article about this black day in France's past. 
Through her contemporary investigation, she stumbles onto a trail of 
long-hidden family secrets that connect her to Sarah. As she probes 
into Sarah's past, Julia begins to question her own place in France, 
and to reevaluate her marriage and her life. 

 

Divergent by Veronica Roth 

In a future Chicago, sixteen-year-old Beatrice Prior must choose 
among five predetermined factions to define her identity for the rest 
of her life, a decision made more difficult when she discovers that 
she is an anomaly who does not fit into any one group, and that the 
society she lives in is not perfect after all. 

 

The Help by Kathryn Stockett 
In Jackson, Mississippi, in 1962, there are lines that are not crossed. 
With the civil rights movement exploding all around them, three 
women start a movement of their own, forever changing a town and 
the way women—black and white, mothers and daughters—view 
one another. 

 

Olive Kittredge by Elizabeth Strout 
At the edge of the continent, in the small town of Crosby, Maine, 
lives Olive Kitteridge, a retired schoolteacher who deplores the 
changes in her town and in the world at large but doesn't always 
recognize the changes in those around her. 
  

 

Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese 

Marion and Shiva Stone are twin brothers born of a secret union 
between a beautiful Indian nun and a brash British surgeon. Or-
phaned by their mother's death and their father's disappearance, 
bound together by a preternatural connection and a shared fascina-
tion with medicine, the twins come of age as Ethiopia hovers on the 
brink of revolution. Moving from Addis Ababa to New York City and 
back again, Cutting for Stone is an unforgettable story of love and 
betrayal, medicine and ordinary miracles--and two brothers whose 
fates are forever intertwined. 

 

The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

A woman who was raped by her father, deprived of the children she 
bore him and forced to marry a brutal man she calls "Mister" is trans-
formed by the friendship of two remarkable women, acquiring self-
worth and the strength to forgive. 

 

The Shack by William P. Young 

Mackenzie Allen Phillips' youngest daughter, Missy, has been ab-
ducted during a family vacation and evidence that she may have 
been brutally murdered is found in an abandoned shack deep in the 
Oregon wilderness. Four years later in the midst of his Great Sad-
ness, Mack receives a suspicious note, apparently from God, inviting 
him back to that shack for a weekend. Against his better judgment, 
he arrives at the shack on a wintry afternoon and walks back into his 
darkest nightmare. What he finds there will change Mack's world 
forever. 


